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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Robert Marleq on February 28, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 1 : (Currently Amended) A method of expandable network slot addressing to 
provide topological information for a network, comprising: 

providing a platform having addressable slots for data communication; 

providing a first tier device in at least one of the slots; 

connecting at least one second tier device to the first tier device; 

assigning an extendable address to each of the first and second tier devices, 
each address including a slot address segment which indicates which slot each of the 
devices resides in or is connected to at the modular platform, a depth segment which 
indicates which layer in the topology the device is located in and a number of address 
bytes that are present, and an address byte segment which indicates where in the 
topology the device is located and provides each of the devices with a unique address 
so that each of the devices attached to the platform can be addressed and its 
topological position can be inferred from the address; 
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the method further comprising: 

defining the extendable address as a series of bytes: and 

representing the extendable address as <address><depth><address byte 1> ... 
<address byte n>, where n is egual to a depth value . 
Claim 2: Cancelled. 
Claim 3: Cancelled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 and 4-12 have been renumbered to as 1-10 respectively. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Oprescu, US Patent No. 5,394,556 A discloses a Method and apparatus for 
unique address assignment, node self-identification and topology mapping for a directed 
acyclic graph. Oprescu does not teach or fairly suggest the following features, which are 
recited in the independent claim 1 of the present application: 

A method of expandable network slot addressing to provide topological 
information for a network, comprising: 

providing a platform having addressable slots for data communication; 

providing a first tier device in at least one of the slots; 

connecting at least one second tier device to the first tier device; 

assigning an extendable address to each of the first and second tier devices, 
each address including a slot address segment which indicates which slot each of the 
devices resides in or is connected to at the modular platform, a depth segment which 
indicates which layer in the topology the device is located in and a number of address 
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bytes that are present, and an address byte segment which indicates where in the 
topology the device is located and provides each of the devices with a unique address 
so that each of the devices attached to the platform can be addressed and its 
topological position can be inferred from the address; 
the method further comprising: 

defining the extendable address as a series of bytes; and 

representing the extendable address as <address><depth><address byte 1> ... 
<address byte n> t where n is equal to a depth value as recited in claim 1. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the state of the art with respect 
to the application: 

US Patent No. 6,442,171 B1, Lee et al. v "Logical topology and address 
assignment for interconnected digital networks." 

US Patent No. 5,394,556 A, Oprescu, "Method and apparatus for unique address 
assignment, node self-identification and topology mapping for a directed acyclic graph." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai D. Hoang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3184. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Chieh can be reached on (571 ) 272-3042. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Thai Hoang 



